Issue 21

AN
N

November 2005

)

WELCOME TO THE twenty-first issue of UCD News.
this issue, we have a profile of Neil Gallaghetpak back a
the curious incident of the referee at...well, noBetffield Park
anyway and, as usual, the Belfield Diary.

The last month has been a strange one. Two Fid#y but
two weekends with two games. One match withotefared
and, unfortunately, one match without a defeat. errid and
Cork go into the month with five defeats betweemnit]
Waterford and Pat’s had two wins in their last 3dne of theni
being Saints’ win over Waterford. And, of cour¥eaterford
beat Derry and Pat's beat Cork on the same dayy aofy
from home with Pat’s finishing with nine men. Tbdds for
this are reckoned to have been around 150/1, huled with
our own current run of 1 win in 13, the only impont thing is
that we’re suddenly in trouble.

In fairness, it wouldn’'t be a proper season at U®ithout
something to play for on the last day — in this casdiome
game against Shamrock Rovers. Our past six fags havel
seen us miss out on the First Division title, gdegated, avoif
the play-off, finish comfortably mid-table (!), aid
relegation/win a play-off and qualify for Europe.With any
luck, next year’s final day will be no more nerveaeking thar
an FAI Cup Final victory...

No such worries for our U-21 team, partly becalwzd aren’
any relegation play-offs, but partly also becalmsyre through
to the semi-final stage of the league after anofimer win over
Cork City, whom they beat in last year’s final. hély now face
the winners of the delayed St Pat's v. Bohs qudital-for a
place in the final away to either Finn Harps or|Bberne.

In the meantime, the Supporters’ Club awards aréougrabg
again. The nominations are with the body of &imail, or are
listed on the Just send your 1-2-3 to us
UCDAFC@Yahoo.ie, and we hope to make the presenm
before the Shamrock Rovers game on the last ddyedfeason
And as the end of the season is coming around, Néws will
be going on its usual sabattical. Our next issillebe sent ou
around the New Year — once the transfer dealinge btarted
so let us be the first to wish a Merry Christmasl anHappy
New Year to you all!
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4 October —UCD’s U-21s beat Kildare County 3-0 in Belfig
Park to seal their progression to the quarter-inal

7th October —Ireland’s U-21s are fortunate to come away \
a point from Larnaka in a 1-1 draw with their Cyp
counterparts.  Darren Quigley and Gary Dicker aneised
substitutes, while UCD’s match against Waterford #ane
night is postponed due to international call-ugdas a nice rin
to it!

8t October —For the second time in 24 hours, Ireland get
result better than they deserved when beating Gydr0 —
Stephen Elliot scores the only goal, while Shaye@isaves
penalty. UCD’s U-21s finally beat Bray — 1-0, wi@onan
Byrne scoring the only goal.

11t October —Another defeat for Ireland’s U-21s — 1-0 aga
Switzerland in Tolka. Dicker and Quigley are aganused
subs; the game is first-choice keeper Wayne Hendé&rdast al
this age level.

12t October —Ireland’s World Cup dream is over after a

draw with Switzerland. Ireland will now be seededrth in
the draw for the 2008 European Championships.

14" October — Yet another scoreless draw between UCD
Pat’s — this time in Richmond. It's the fifth Ok the last eigh
games between the two.
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17 October — An interesting start to a crucial game ag

Waterford as no ref turns up. The game startmdhites lat
and Waterford race into a 2-0 lead. UCD, for whardra

would pretty much guarantee Premier Division safatgd wh

have lost just one of the last 13 games againsBihes, miss

penalty before coming back to equalise through B
McWalter and Anto Murphy. With the last headertwd game
though, Pat Purcell wins the three points for Watel

220d QOctober — In the U-21 semis, UCD face Cork

Bishopstown, whom they beat in the final last yeaend thei
two-year reign as national champions. A ConannBystrike]
sees UCD repeat last year’s feat and advance teetnes.

239 October —UCD’s Ladies team suffer their first ever WF
Cup defeat, going down 2-1 to the Mayo League.terAthreg
Cup wins in a row, the result means that UCD wawo'v be in
the UEFA Cup next season.

27 October — Bohs win 3-1 in Belfield — Podge McWalt
scores for UCD, but Anto Murphy and Robbie Martie &aken
off injured; Murphy will miss the rest of the seas
Remarkably, Waterford win in Derry and St Pat’s winCork,
so suddenly UCD are just three points above ShatRowerg
in the play-off spot...

315t October — A much-improved performance but the sg
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result as UCD lose 2-0 at home to Derry.




SPOT THE REF!

From The Irish Times (18/10/05)
There were farcical scenes in Belfield Park laghni
when the kick-off was delayed 46 minutes because
refereeing mix-up. At 7pm, some 45 minutes befbee
scheduled start, it became apparent no referegsrian
or fourth officials had been marked down to offteia
The fixture was originally down for7October but was
postponed because UCD players Darren Quigley
Gary Dicker were involved with the Ireland underside
against Cyprus and Switzerland.
The eircom League had rescheduled the tie off
September but it appears the FAl-controlled referee
department then assigned no match officials fonflght.
As both teams conducted their pre-match warm

officials who could tog out at the fthour. Eventually,
Dubliner Paul Tuite was contacted and agreed to
across the city. He arrived at the stadium jfistr8pm
and was joined by assistants Fran Cunningham aiild
Doyle while Declan Hanney acted as fourth official.
Pat Dolan, acting in an advisory role with Watedfaomtil
the end of the season, said he was “flabbergastedhe
situation.  “Waterford are fighting for their ligg he
said. “This was an amazing situation when younktof
how many Waterford supporters made the 200-milado
trip to this game. It's disrespectful to bothesd

=

From eleven-a-side — link s
John Byrne, the acting director of the eircom Leadnes
apologised to players, officials and supportersUaD
and Waterford United after an administrative o\gsi

saw no officials appointed to take charge of Mondgay

night's Premier Division clash between the sides.

The game was delayed for around 45 minutes befor

emergency referee Paul Tuite got the fixture undey.w

Waterford advisor Pat Dolan slammed the lea
authorities over the error, and new procedures
appointing officials have been put in place as sulteof
the mistake.

In a statement released on Tuesday morning, Byaite
“On behalf of the eircom League, | would like

apologise to both clubs, supporters and the mextiary
inconvenience caused as a result of events ateBelfi

Park last night.”
WHO?

Or “Just a funny story | heard”
Before UCD’s recent U-21 quarter-final against CGity
in Cork, Pete Mahon and the team were in

Rochestown Hotel preparing. Coming out to go t® [th

match, they chanced to bump into Cork's first-tepm
the

manager, Damien Richardson.
match, Damien?”, Pete asked.
Damien.

“Are you going to
“What match?” rdpli

To unsubscribe from the UCD Supporters’ Club, syngeind us an
e-mail at ucdafc@yahoo.ie
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Focus On— NEIL GALLAGHER

Name —Neil Gallagher
Date of birth — 20/01/85
Place of birth —Newry
Position —Goalkeeper
Joined UCD —September 2003
Signed from —Dundalk _
UCD debut — A v. Bray
Wanderers, 19/03/04 — won 2-(
First goal —We're still waiting§
unsurprisingly! i
2005 UCD statistics —Played
(3 League Cup)

UCD career statistics -Played
21 (18 league, 3 League Cup)
' Did you know? —Neil was Pete Mahon's first signing as UQ
manager in curious circumstances. In Mahon'd fi@me in
echarge, he dropped Austin O’'Neill for Pat Jenningis.
O’Neill promptly stormed out of the club and Gallyasvsigned
as a replacement. The Irish U-19 internationaktover the
No 1 jersey after Jennings left for Derry, but lbg place to
Darren Quigley midway through the season, thoughbedore
keeping nine clean sheets in 18 games.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

5% November —Another long trek to Harps, and possibly the
for a couple of years. What was a nothing ganfiewaweeks
ago is suddenly a six-pointer...
12h November —Away to Longford, who are on a dire run
form lately, even losing to Drogheda!! Two poifitsm sever
games, four goals scored and 16 conceded. Surelyere’s g
Supporters’ Club bus going to this one — E15 retlgaying the
Montrose at 4:00. E-mail us at for more
info.
18" November —Home to Shamrock Rovers in what could H
vital game for both clubs. The league has cordinthat al
Premier Division games on the last day will be a570on the
Friday.
13h February — 2006 fixtures announced, followed by...
10" March — ...the kick-off of the 2006 season.
Don't forget — if you can’t go to a UCD game, youndeeep in
touch with the Students in many ways —
« Aertel page 222
« The UCD text service — text UCD to 53131 to recegaal
flashes and news. Texts cost 30p each. To gnsble, tex
“Unsub UCD” to 53131.
. — the UCD messageboard, wh
will continue to provide match reports all seasodrep by and
have your say!
« RTE Medium Wave and Newstalk 106, both of whicheo
regular eircom League commentary on Fridays.
, the official UCD website
- A handy site for UCD news ar

match previews.
 The long-talked about new Supporters’ Club webbkds bee
launched and is at Y
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