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WELCOME TO THE thirteenth issue of UCD News. In th
issue, we have a profile of Alan McNally, Pete Malsdook at

his reign so far and, as always, the Belfield Diary

The return ofUCD Newscan of course only mean that the new season ig
around the corner, with the first round of gamed$addy’s weekend. The fi
of our pre-season games have been announced yeasnilell — more in thg
Upcoming Events section. However, as this isfost issue since the start
November — when there were still three games lethinseason — we're goi
to have a look over the events of the last four timan

There’'s been much news since the last issue, se wet going to dwell on tl
disappointment of missing out on the title otheartho say that we can't qui
decide if it's a good thing or a bad thing that fiiay-offs were abandoned
imagine playing Shamrock Rovers in the play-of&fin

In the Premier Division, Shels pipped Cork City te tfitle, and the day afte
the Kilkenny game, the two league runners-up meéffield in the Dr Tony
O'Neill U-21s final. A hugely successful seasoanty one defeat all season
came to a triumphant end with a last-gasp winneiretja Cork side down {(
ten men and a midfielder in nets to win the tittened after one of UCD FC
greatest names. The win denied Cork a thirdgdttditle. The less said abd
the Budweiser and red wine mix in the Cup aftensatidough, the better!
The main news in the close season is in the Belféary. We've lost four ke
players — Sean Finn and Willie Doyle both joined ®¥vfatrd on free transfer§
Philip “Batman” Hughes was released — he has sioioed Monaghan — whilg
Pat Sullivan has signed for Drogheda (of all tearfts! a fee believed to be
the region of €15,000. In have come two of thetMivision’s top scorers lag
season — Frenchman Damien Dupuy from Galway Uniténb, scored 13 goa
in his 16 games for the Tribesmen, and Adrian Myrflom Athlone, whqg
managed 11 goals. We hope to have profiles cfeth@ayers in upco;n;ﬂu
issues ofUCD News Both will be known to UCD fans, having both
against us last season! Murphy scored two inohiills 4-3 defeat in Belfielf]
at the start of the season, while Dupuy scoredeadqtialiser in Galway in Jun
We have been linked with others — former StudentaAidlynch, released I
Drogheda, Ger Rowe of Shels, Ger McCarthy of Patid Paul McNally
(brother of Alan), recently released by Bohs. ePRwds said he’s looking f@
another wide player, and with Brian Gannon and Bauhe in particular set t
break into the first team and the new scholarskaygrs yet to be added, n€
season looks fairly promising.

The last couple of weeks saw another two UCD imtigonals as the Irish U-1j
squad travelled to ltaly and Spain with Darren @aygand Gary Dicker
Dicker started both games in Italy — a 0-0 draw ar®d0 win — while Quigle
came on as a sub in the second game and, despitaving played a game fi
two months, was described as “very commanding’lthcdugh that squad hg
been hit by injuries and withdrawals — ten in tetddoth kept their places for
tournament in La Manga (as made famous by thosestsc players!) againg
Norway, Denmark and the Czech Republic, and wefadhthe only eL playerg
in the squad. Ireland beat Norway 3-0 beforenlp€l-0 to the Czechs and 2
to Denmark, where with Dicker scoring an own go&lext up for the U-19s i
the UEFA qualifying tournament in Serbia and Moo in April.
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Beirrero Drary

5t November — Sligo Rovers are the visitors to Belfield — Philipudhes
notches his third goal for the club before Sligbthe bar from the spot, but t
points are sealed in injury time by half-time sudPByrne; Byrne had plays
three minutes of first-team action before then.

6" November —Harps beat Athlone 6-0 as they celebrate promotion.

11 November —1-0 down but a man up with fifteen minutes to g
finally make their numerical advantage pay as thegt Dundalk 3-1 in Orig
Park. Tony McDonnell scores when the keeper fallsr the line after holdin
his header, while Paul Byrne — brought on after anrh- scores with twi
clinical finishes when put through. The presssfeack on Harps...

13" November —...who win 2-0 in Kildare, who are now all but ruledt of
promotion. The title goes down to the wire...

14" November —UCD reach the U-21 final after a convincing 3-0 vaver
senior championship rivals Finn Harps in BallybofByrne scores two more.
20" November —With both sides gunning for the title, UCD’s gameniagt
Kilkenny and Harps’ tie with Dundalk both kiakf on Saturday evenin
Harps take the lead first and, with seven winsaddaw since losing to UCD
September, don't let up, winning 3-0 in the ende-shme score as UCD. R
McAuley, Mick O’Donnell and Sean Finn are on therkiar the Students.

21st November —Cork City visit Belfield for the U-21s final, andke the lea
early on before Brian Gannon converts a penaltgdnh half, the second
which sees Cork’s keeper red-carded. With nokadper, former Wimbledo|
player Stephen O’Flynn goes in nets, but Cork upr tieeme and equalise with
deflected free-kick ten minutes from time.
time, Conor Sammon is put through and slots homm fix yards as O’Flyn
stays on his line, and the Cup is UCD’s.

239 November —Trinity retain the colours with a 1-1 draw in Tiiyi
field something like a fourth XI.

6" December —Former UCD players Terry Palmer (Rovers), Rob Du
(Dundalk) and Aidan Lynch and Niall Donnelly (bofbrogheda) are a
released. Dunne subsequently signs for Bray.

14" December —Top scorer Willie Doyle and Supporters’ Player loé tYear
Sean Finn sign for Waterford United.

15 December —Philip Hughes is released after three goals invevghmes fo
the College. He subsequently signs for Monaghan.

234 December —UCD win the First Division Fair Play award, gainif,500
prize money for their troubles. The top teamhe Premier not already
Europe — in this case, Droghedare entered in the draw for a UEFA Cup s
Since its introduction in 1996, UCD have won therRier award three times.
5t January — UCD get only two players on the First Division Teafrthe Year
— Tony McDonnell and Willie Doyle. Harps and Brgst three each.

14h January — Drogheda end weeks of speculation by finalisingeal do sign
Pat Sullivan, paving the way for Brian Gannon &psghto the first-team.

220d January —UCD confirm their first signings of the season — DemDupuy|
from Galway and Adrian Murphy from Athlone.

250 January — The UEFA Licences are given out — or not. No djgbs g
licence, but mostly for administrative technicaiti

30" January —UCD Ladies’ forward Carmel Kissane helps DART Kitkersto
the national basketball Cup title.

6" February — Damien Quigley is named as Ireland Schools Plaf/greoYear,
beating team-mate Damien Kelly to the award. i&/iDoyle is beaten to th
First Division Player of the Year award by Finn pwstriker Kevin McHugh.
11 February — UCD get their Premier Division licence on appedieland U-
19s end their tournament in La Manga with a winNerway) and two defeal
(v. Czech Republic and Denmark); Gary Dicker plajjghree games (scorir}
an own goal v. Denmark), while Darren Quigley kegpal against Denmark.
13 February — Playing mainly Under-21 players, UCD win the Hagli@up —
the national collegiate competition — beating TyirBt0 in the semis and UG
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6-0 in the final. Paul Byrne scores three tinmethbse two games alone!




UCD BOUNCE BACK

From www.FAl.ie — link is
Note — this was written before our last game of last

season, against Kilkenny
When relegated last year, it was thought that Udghtrbe due a long
spell in the First Division doldrums but just twelmnonths later, they ar
ready for a return to the top flight.
A lot of the credit for the remarkable turnaroundshto go to wily
manager Pete Mahon. The former St Francis visiohadyalways beer|
highly regarded in league circles. Pat Dolan watrltied to become Sf
Pat’'s manager in 1998, while he coached Bohemiarthe double in
2001.
But Mahon walked away from the Bohemians managebsafter some
Gypsies fans chose to vent their frustration whle tlub’s fortunes
towards Mahon’s family and it seemed like the einrdceague may have
seen the last of a great manager.
Football certainly had not seen the back of him éx®r and he led
Belgrove to the FAI Intermediate Cup in 2003 and mviige chance tq
return to the league came in September last yeatodk little time in
making up his mind.
On the face of it, it looked like a disastrous madwethe comfort zone a
Belgrove, he knew he could take the club placeslewat UCD he
inherited a sinking ship from the departed Paul IDoo However,
somehow UCD managed to force the relegation issulee final day of
the season as Derry City survived by the skin ethtethough once
relegated, there was not a saint who gave themaacehof competing
against big spending and experienced First Divisiatfits.
Mahon publicly gave his side little hope. Assetpgted by the Premie
Division big boys, UCD started the season with aung team,
unprepared for the physical demands of the Firgisiain.
But privately he admits, he was telling his sidattthey had to go fol
promotion.
With a team with a sprinkling of experience (TonycDbnnell, Mick
O’Donnell, Alan Mahon), an abundance of inexpere(i¢/illie Doyle,
Neil Gallagher) and a host of untried gems (Gargkbi, Paul Byrne),
UCD got off the a flying start beating promotionvdarites Bray
Wanderers in their own back yard. A defeat two garater in Finn
Harps was the acid test but their response wasgafd® unbeaten ruri,
as they suffered just one more defeat all season.
“We had an inexperienced team but there was &f lgtiality there and |
knew that even before | took over,” said Mahonm‘ltelighted with
how we've done because if we don't lose our lashgave’ll have lost
less games than anyone else.
“| said to the lads before the season that | wantetb be promoted ap
champions. | wouldn’t be happy to be promoted thit'd the first time
that three go up and it's a case of not even geftromoted as thq
bridesmaid, it's more like the flower girl.”
Currently second, UCD are in a strong positionlgne the title with a
win against Kilkenny City on Saturday night, prosttl leaders Finn
Harps do not beat Dundalk.
Always pragmatic, Mahon is only concerned with loiwn team’s
performance. “Our job is to beat Kilkenny and takivantage of any slif
up Finn Harps might have. | will not be happyi& don't win the
league because we didn't get the points we needesgtloes. If we win,
we finish the season with 75 points. To have 7Htsaand finish secong
would be incredible.”
It would also be unprecedented. No side in Irelaad ever finished
second with 75 points (If every season is conveitéd a 33-game
season with three points for a win). In fact, De@iyy in 1989 were the
last side to get higher when, had it been threatpdr a win, they
would have finished the season with 77 points.
But regardless of how the students are promotethokladmits that nex
season could be a struggle. “Every one is out ofraeot after the gamé
and I'm sure some of the players are been watchgd.an occupational
hazard at UCD but I'm not worrying about it. Wedllorry about next
season after Kilkenny.”
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To unsubscribe from the UCD Supporters’ Club, syngeind us an
e-mail at ucdafc@yahoo.ie

Name —Alan McNally
Date of birth — 15" Septembe
1982

Place of birth —Dublin

Position — Centre-back/centre
mid

Joined UCD —June 1999
Signed from —Lourdes Celtic
UCD debut — A v. Shelbourne
20/02/00
First goal — A v. Shelbourne
30/09/01. UCD won 1-0 — o
first (and so far only) away wi
over Shels!
2004 UCD statistics -Played 39 (33 league, 4 FAI Cup and
League Cup), scored 3 (all league).

UCD career statistics (league only) Played 131, scored 10.
Did you know? —Alan only missed one goal all season —
League Cup draw with Shamrock Rovers. His brothBaul —
has an FAI Cup runners-up medal from his time witmgford
and a League Cup runners-up medal with Bohs — afténg to
Longford in the final!

UPCOMING EVENTS

18h February — The 2005 fixture list is due to be announced,
they remember...

260 February — Back to action with a friendly at home
Kilkenny; kick-off is 2:30pm.

5% March — Another home friendly: Philip Hughes returns
Monaghan visit Belfield; kick-off is 2:30 again.

12 March — Dundalk are the visitors to Belfield this time, ssm

kick-off.

20" March — Back to action as the first round of games in
2005 season are down to be played.

o April — The UCD Alumni Dinner...for further details, contd
Diarmuid.McNally@UCD.ie

Don't forget — if you can’t go to a UCD game, youndeeep in
touch with the Students in many ways —

« Aertel page 222

« The UCD text service — text UCD to 53131 to recegaal
flashes and news! Texts cost 30p each. To wwesie, tex
“Unsub UCD” to 53131.

. — the UCD messageboard, wh
will continue to provide match reports all seasodrep by and
have your say!

« RTE Medium Wave and Newstalk 106, both of whicheo
regular eircom League commentary on Fridays.

. , the official UCD website
. , the unofficial website.
. - A handy site for UCD news al

match previews.
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WIN MATCH TICKETS

Our match tickets giveaway will continue this seasdour free match tickets
two match programmes and two fanzines. One wimtethe end of last

season to catch up on — Ronan Sweeney.




